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CAPE Promotes Policy Agenda on Capitol Hill

For those who relish political dis-
course, there’s no place like Wash-
ington at the start of a new administra-
tion. The town is all but '
bursting with new players,
proposals. and policies. Each
day brings ahot-off-the-press
announcement of an appoint-
ment or program that speaks
of change and hope and prom-
ise.

Against this backdrop of
new beginnings, CAPE’s
board of directors and state
representatives met last month with law-
makers and officials from the Bush ad-
ministration to discuss a host of public
policy issues of importance to the pri-
vate school community. The discus-
sions. straightforward and substantive,
covered topics such as school choice,
the teacher shortage. technology, and
special education. The tone throughout
was positive and encouraging.

Dick Armey

Rep. Dick Armev

government routinely gives grants to
older students who attend religious and
independent colleges.

B In a city where words
and deeds are sometimes at
odds, the majority leader
backs his commitment to
helping needy children with
action: he personally spon-

I5low-income students. He
described his sponsorship as
“one of the most heartwarm-
ing things I've
done in this town.”

Armey is mindful of the
importance of protecting pri-
vateschool autonomy. “You
don’t want the government
saying, ‘Here's the money.
now take our mandates. ™ he
stated directly. He added that
if money comes to a school
throughthe choice of the par-

At a mecting in the
Capitol, House Majority
Leader Dick Armey (R-
TX) let the CAPE delega-
tion know of his unwaver-
ing support for opportu-
nity scholarships to allow
disadvantaged children in
failing schools attend
schools that work. Not
one to mince words.
Armey called the arguments against the
scholarships “bogus,” noting that the

Rep. Peter Hoekstra

ent, the government
shouldn’t attach rules and
regulations.

The majority leader re-
sponded positively to a se-
ries of presentations on is-
sues important to CAPE.
He agreed that government
incentives. such as tax
breaks and loan forgive-
ness, thatencourage people
to become teachers should
not discriminate against
those who choose to teach in private
schools. And he promised to work with

sors the private education of

Rep. John Boehner

CAPE to pursue an amendment to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) that would secure equitable
services for private school children with
special needs,

Offering a lesson in Political Ac-
tion 101, Armey. a former college pro-
tessor, held up a list that CAPE had
prepared of private schools in his home
district. He called the roster of 63 schools
“impressive.” and reminded the group
that every Congressional district has a
stmilar list of schools with teachers.
parents. and patrons who can
contact their representatives
in Congress and sur up sup-
port forissues. He called on
the private school commu-
nity to intensify grassroots
advocacy for children.

John Boehner

House Education and
Workforce Committee Chair-
man John Bochner (R-OH)
brought his straight-talking
styletothe session with CAPE. Astrong
supporter of school chotce since coming
to Congress in 1991, Bochner urged the
CAPE dclegation
to come up with a

realistic. achiev-
able initiative to
promote the right
of parents  to
choose their
children™s schools.
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Atthe same time he made it clear that he
understood the importance of preserv-
ing the independence of private educa-
tion. His assertion about being reluctant
to “put strings on private schools” re-
ceived a warm response from the group.

Peter Hoekstra

Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R-MI), Chair-
man of the Subcommittee on
Select Education, addressed
the CAPE assembly and
lifted spirits with his enthu-
stastic determination to find
a way to advance school
choice in the current Con-
gress. Claiming the conver-
gence of supportin Congress
for tax reduction and educa-
tionreform presents aunique
opportunity to use the tax
code to provide relief for parents who
choose private schools. Hoekstrasaid he
was taking a hard look at Arizona's
program of tax credits for contributions
to scholarship funds for needy children.

Nina Shokraii Rees

“I'm just looking for the little win that
hopefully gets us moving in the right
direction.” he said.

Nina Shokroii Rees

Down Pennsylvania Avenucapace.
the CAPE group met with Nina Shokroii
Rees, Vice President Cheney's deputy
assistant for domestic policy and a piv-
otal player in crafting the
administration’s education
reformpackage. Calling Bush
and Cheney “reformers with
results.” Rees reviewed the
administration’s education
proposals, providing special
emphasis on the school choice
components. including:

+ the opportunity for Title 1

students in persistently fail-

ing schools to use their share

of federal funds to transfer to
better performing public or pri-
vate schools;

* the establishment of a fund for
school choice demonstration
projects to see if they improve the

performance of low-income stu-
dents:

s the expansion of education sav-
ings accounts to include the costs
of K-12 education for children in
public or private schools:

more money o establish charter
schools:

a program to allow students in
unsafe schools to transfer to safe
alternatives, mcluding private
schools i space is notavatlable in
a sale public school.

Regarding the administration’s pro-
posal to incorporate the E-Rate into a
consolidated technology grant program.
Rees said logisucal probtems would
likely prevent that from happening in
the current Congress. On the equitable
provision of special education services
to private school students under the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). she expressed interest in the
issue and encouraged CAPE to submita
position paper on the topic. (Congressis
slated to tackle the reauthorization of
IDEA in 2002.)

White House Official Promotes Faith-Based Initiative

Donald Eberly is a true believer in
the power of faith to transform destitute
communities. The deputy director of
the White House Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives met withrep-
resentatives of CAPE last month to out-
line and promote the Bush
administration’s plan to assist religious
and charitable organizations to. in
Eberly's words, “recnew communities
from the inside out.” Amid the contro-
versy whirling around the initiative,
Eberly personifies the storm’s serene
center.

In his first month of office, Presi-
dent Bush issued executive orders es-
tablishing the White House office and
comparable posts in five government
agencies, including the Department of
Education. Eberly told CAPE that the
department centers will conduct a com-
prehensive review to determine if gov-
ernment programs are “friendly or not”
toward faith-based and other commu-
nity service programs. Although the
centers will strive to eliminate discrimi-

nation against religious institutions and
to establish a “level playing field.” the
institutions themselves will
ultimately have to decide
whether they wantto “"suitup
and play.” he said.

Controversy
Acknowledging the con-
troversy surrounding the ini-
tiative (some on the left say
the program violates the First
Amendment. while some on
the right say religious insti-
tutions would lose their au-
tonomy by accepting government aid).
Eberly argued that the program is de-
signed to address the concerns of critics
on both sides.  On the one hand. direct
government aid cannot support religious
activity per se. But on the other hand.
religious institutions ought to be able to
compete for funds for secular services
without having to sacrifice religious
autonomy. A distinction can be made.
said Eberly, between an insutution’s

Donald Eberly

social services and its religious activi-
ties. In order to deliver the former. it
should not have to scrub it-
self completely of the latter.
Turning 1o the issue of
school choice. Eberly. the
founding chairman ot astate-
wide coaliton promoting par-
ent chotee 1in Pennsyivania.
said that in some communi-
ties private schools are the
only institutions doing an ef-
fective job ol serving poor
children. He said the Bush
administraton is determined
to make incremental gains in the arena
of school choiee that
could have long-term
implicatons.  The
president belicves
that the adoption of
even a relatively
modest
would signal amoral
and psychological
breakthrough.
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CAPE Board Member Testifies at House Hearing

Gail Foster positioned her petite
frame at the long wooden witness table
in the cavernous hearing room and pro-
ceeded tooffer heartfelt counsel tomem-
bers of Congress about the
compelling necessity of
school choice for inner-city
children. The former New
York City public highschool
teacher and founder of the
Toussaint Institute Fund. a
scholarship program for in-
ner-city students, testified
last month before the House
Education  and  the
Workforce Committee.

“T understand that the
concept of school choice has passionate
political and philosophical meaning for
many people.” said Dr. Foster. But she
quickly added that she wasn’t at the
hearing to make the political or philo-
sophical case forchoice. No. she wanted
o tell representatives what actually
drives millions of African-American
parents to support choice: love for their
children. “They are ordinary, good.

loving parents.” she said. “driven by
maternal and paternal instinct and love
to insure their children’s survival and
well-being.” Low-income parents. just
like elected officials and ev-
eryone else, “feelcompelled
tomake their children’s edu-
cation a priority that comes
before politics and philoso-
phy.” she said.

“Youhave noidea what
it is like to be trapped in a
poor-performing school like
the ones in our neighbor-
hoods,” she told committee
members. And in response
to those who ask poor par-
ents to stay with failing schools. give
reform a chance, and work from the
inside out. she asked bluntly: “Then
why didn’t you stay?...Why is it that
your children can’t wait four more or
eight more years, and ours can? You've
been tinkering with the public school
system for decades, and nothing has
changed.”

Foster stressed that educationin the

inner-city is in crisis. and children need
to escape the crisis now. Itdoesn’t take
much time for a Kindergarten student to
get irreparably behind in reading and
math. or for an active second grader to
be tnappropriately placed in aspecial ed
program. or for afreshman in highschool
tobecome absorbed in hisschool s drop-
out culture. she satd.

Addressing commitiece members
directly. Foster closed with a plea on
behalf of African-American parents:
“Please ook into our eyes and know that
we are justlike vou. We are parents who
love our children and who deserve the
right. the chance to escape dead-end
schools as you have.”

Guail Foster serves on the boards of
CAPE and the Black Alliance for Edu-
cational Options (BAEO). «a national
organization that promotes school
choice for black parents. The complete
text of her testimony, wilich she pre-
sented on behalf of BAEO and the
Toussaint nstitute Fund. is available on
CAPE's Web site ar hup:t/
wwwcapenet.org/foster.itml.

Board Approves Policy Principles

As the investment ad puts it: Cir-
cumstances change, but principles en-
dure. To help CAPE navigate through
the changing landscape of public policy,
our board of directors last month pro-
vided a compass, in the form of the
following set of principles:

Principles to Govern CAPE'’s
Public Policy Positions

1. Private schools fill a vital role in
educating a significant segment of
our nation’s youth. It is both legal
and appropriate that government pro-
grams, resources, and benefits should
be made available to all students,
parents. teachers, administrators, and
schools on an equitable basis

Leaders of government education
agencies and their departments

ro

should serve all students. parents.
and schools. public and private. on
an equitable basis.

3. Government programs. resources.
benefits. and activities must respect
the autonomy and independence cs-
sential to the unique missions of
private schools. Private schools are
committed to high standards. and arc
directly accountable to the parents
who choose them and the communi-
ties they serve.

4. Children have different cducational
needs. Government programns should
expand educational options for chil-
dren to include private schools, and
be designed andimplemented toem-
power parents, especially low—
income parents, to choose educa-
tional programs that best meet those
needs.

Hickok to USDE

President Bush has nominated Eu-
gene Hickok. Seeretary of Education in
Pennsyltvania. tobe U.S. Undersecretary
of Education.

Dr. Hickok 1s a strong advocate of
school choice. At a conference spon-
sored tast December by New York City
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. Hickok said
school choice 13 about “creating a new
concept of public education.” He la-
beled the notion that one is either for
public schools or
for school chotee
a  false  di-
chotomy.” and
said choice will
help bring about
reform in public
education. “"More
choice means bet-
ter results.”
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* Education savings accounts are
popular, and we have the National Edu-
cation Association to thank for that in-
formation. A poll commissioned by the
NEA and conducted in February 2001
by a bipartisan team of research firms
found that an astounding 82 percent of

likely voters, inctuding 81 percent of

Democrats and 84 percent of Republi-
cans. favor education savings accounts.

Asked about providing parents of

children in low-performing schools that
fail to maintain certain standards a “'tu-
ition voucher worth $1500 a year that
they could use to send their child to any
public. private, or charter school.”™ 63
percent of respondents said they sup-
ported the 1dea.

* Sometimes national organizations

attempt to address the sensibilities of

multiple constituents. And sometimes
they don’t.

In a recent newspaper ad (Educa-
tion Week, 2/21), the National Associa-
tion of Elementary School Principals
(NAESP) and the National Association

of Secondary School Principals

(NASSP), which, according to the copy.
“representpublic and private schoolprin-
cipals across the nation.” didn’t appear
overly concerned aboutrepresenting the
private school contingent of their mem-
bership. “We are strongly opposed to
vouchers. whether they are called K-12
education savings accounts, charitable
choice. portability, or tuition tax cred-
ts,” the ad proclaimed. “Nor do we
support Title I funds being redirected to
private schools. Such a diversion only
serves to weaken the very schools which
Title I is committed to serving.”

Despite the ad’s botterplate recog-
nition of the important role that private
schools play in education and “the rnight
of parents to send their children to thesc
schools.” it seems clear what schools
NAESP and NASSP are “committed o
serving.”

* What do you think is the most
important problem facing the country
today? When asked that question in a
recent Gallup survey, more Americans
identified the decline in ethics and mo-
rality above any otherissue. “This is the
sccond time that this has happened in 63
years of polling,” said George Gallup.

r., adding that the poll provides an

indication of “how much people are
worried about these issues.”  Gallup
spoke tast month at a conference on
released-time religious education pro-
grams for students in public schools.

The question about the “most im-
portant problem™ has no predefined an-
swers. Respondentsare free to say what-
ever they want. Thirteen percent men-
tioned some combination of “ethics/
moralitv/religious/family decline and
dishonesty.”

The public perception about the
decline inethics may be justified. Gallup
reported that other survevs have indi-
cated that about one-third of high school
students admitted stealing from a store
within the last vear: one-third said they
had cheated on an exam within the tast
vear. and one-third said they would lic
on resumes or applications in order to
get a job.

By the way. aclose runner-up in the
“mostimportant problem” poll was edu-
cation. Twelve percent of respondents
identified it at the top of the list.

More information about Gallup's
poltonthe top problews facing the coun-
1y today may he found at the following
Web site: hup:/Aview. gallup.con/poll/
Releases/prOl 0205.asp.
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