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Voucher Ballot Campaigns in California and Michigan

From TV ads to yard signs, from fact
sheets to flyers, from buttons to
bumper stickers, supporters and oppo-
nents of school choice ballot initiatives
in California and Michigan have em-
ployed every campaign medium imag-
inable towin over voters. The spare-no-
expense crusades (both sides in both
states have collectively spentnearly $75
million. according to Washington Post
staft writer David S. Broder) are the
most expensive efforts ever to persuade
voters o take sides in battot

battles over vouchers.

California :g
California’s Proposi- »% X
tion 38isthemore ambitious Yy -
of the twoinitiatives. Itwould ‘e
provide every private school Q/)

parent in California a voucher @Q

of $4,000 per child. Parents of
new private school students would be
cligible for the vouchers first, but all
parents would eventually be eligible by
the end of a four-year phase-in period.
Schoots accepting vouchers would have
to conduct the same academic testing
required of public schools and would
have to certify that their courses fulfill
admission requirements for the state’s
colleges and universities. They would
also have to meet certain other require-
ments, such as making financial state-
ments available to parents and conform-
ing to building codes.

The private school community has
had mixed reactions to the initiative,
reactions ranging fromsupport, to oppo-

sition, to staying on the sidelines. The
Catholic Church, which sponsors most
of the private schools in the state. has
taken a neutral position. In a statement
on the measure, Catholic bishops said
thatwhile they generally sup-

ported parent choice initia- «‘m%
tives and considered Proposi- FX
tion 38 to be “a step toward = %
upholding the right of parents to Q%?
choose the education best suited to

the needs of their chitldren.” they =~

were concerned that the measure
did not provide “special prefer-
ence for children and famities who
are economically poororin poorty-
performingschools.” Thebish-
ops also bemoaned the
campaign’s negative ad-
vertising, which, they
said, pitted "one sys-
tem of education against
another.”
High-techentrepreneur Tim Draper
has provided the deep pockets for the
“Yes” side of Proposition 38. The butk
of the opposition funding has come from
teacher unions.

Michigan

Draper’s counterpart in Michigan
is Richard DeVos, the CEO of Amway.
His funding has provided a huge lift to
the campaign for Proposal 1, which
would amend the state constitution to
provide private school tuition vouchers
for children in poor-performing public
school districts. Parents in districts that
fail to graduate at least two-thirds of

their students (about 30 of the 555 dis-
tricts in the state) would receive scholar-
ships worth one-half of the per pupil
expenditure in the district (the state av-
erage expenditure is about $6.300 per
pupil). Better-performing districts could

also participate in the program if
the school board or voterselected
to do so. The proposal would
require competency testing for
teachers in public schools and
participating private schools.

The Michigan Associa-
tion of Nonpublic Schoots. a
state CAPE affiliate. has supported Pro-
posal 1. and the state’s Catholic bishops
have issued two pastoral letters urging
Catholics to back the measure. “'Parents
have the primary responsibility for the
education of theirchildren.” the bishops
wrote. “To exercise that responsibility,
parents need true freedom to choose the
schools where they would like to send
their children.”

In 1ts lead editorial November 1.
The Washington Post said the polls sug-
gestopponents of the Michigan measure
will carry the day. The same is true of
the Catifornia ini-
tiative. Butthe Post
went on o say,
“That would be too
bad. ... Tothemany
children losing out
in the current sys-
lem, some state-by-
state experimenta-
tion might offer
retief.”
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National Distinguished Principals Honored

Most educators agree that the cen-
ter of successinaschool is the principal.
Last month, 66 of the most successful
centers of success were named National
Distinguished Principals by the U.S.
Department of Education and the Na-
tional Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP).

“Today’s principals face an endless
list of challenges,” said U.S. Secretary
of Education Richard W. Riley in an-
nouncing the awards. “Between the
dual responsibilities of leading teachers
in instruction and managing the school
building and staff, a principal’s work is
truly never done.” The secretary went
on to say that the 66 honorees “have
faced thesechallenges head on, and their
strategies and subsequentsuccess should
be shared widely.”

CAPE congratulates all the princi-
pals honored this year, including public
school principals from each state, prin-
cipals from Department of Defense
schools and Department of State schools,
and six principals from private schools.
In keeping with Secretary Riley’s sug-
gestion that the awardees’ stories be
shared widely. we provide the following
excerpts from the tribute prepared by
NAESP for the awards banquet that took
place last month in Washington, DC.

Carolyn T. Coffey - ELCA
Christ Lutheran School, CA

Carolyn Coffey values diversity. *'I
believe the staff mustreceive training in
understanding various cultures,” she
stresses. “I also
believe it is im-
portant for chil-
drentosee them-
selves reflected
in those who are
educating
them.” To that
end. Coffey pro-
vides “‘channels to increase respect for
differences™ and celebrates these differ-
ences in the cultural heritages of her 400
Pre-K-8 students at Christ Lutheran
School.

To further promote a safe, secure,

and harmonious environment at Christ
Lutheran, she introduced a student con-
flict-mediation program seven years ago
that teaches children how to understand
their own and others” feelings through
role playing and story telling. The pro-
gram trains upper-grade students to act
as peer mediators in conflicts during
recess.

Sister Mary Menegatti - NCEA
St. Ignatius of Lovola School, CA

It might seem that Sister Mary
Menegatti has worked miracles at St.
Ignatius School since she became its
principal in 1994. Her hard work and
resourcefulness have been key in lifting
the 1nner-city
school—where
65 percentlivein
poverty—froma
deficit of
$81.000. to be-
ing debt-free
today. Mene-
gatti's gift for
building partnerships has resulted in un-
common sources of support. including a
group of grandfathers who volunteer as
school maintenance workers. She has
also shared this gift with others by help-
ing spearhead an innovative regional
development program. Vision of Hope.
that supports eight urban parochial
schools.

Carlota E. Morales - NCEA
St. Agatha Catholic School, FL

When CarlotaMorales accepted the
job of presiding
over the opening
of St. Agatha
Catholic School
in 1990, it was
noordinary chal-
lenge. Three
grades would be
housed in the
parish hall and the rest of the schoot
would operate within a shopping center
until construction of their own building
was completed. During her ten years as
principal of the Pre-K-8 school—which

job hasn’t heard

has acoed enrollment of 743 students—
she has outfitted the school library with
computers. enhanced instruction with
technology. and established an instruc-
tional program to meet the needs of
students with learning disabilities.

Daniel J. Netz - CSI
Pella Christian Grade School. 1A

Anyone  who  thinks the
principalship 1s an casy or glamorous

Daniel Netz's
rundown ol
some of the un-
official tasks that
fill his 60-hour
work weeks: "As
a servant leader
responsible for
the entire operation of the school. I find
myself substituting in the classroom.
attending fine arts and athletic events,
occastonally driving the school bus or
serving hot lunch. and cleaning up after
sick students.”™ A highlight in his tenure
at the Pre-K-8 school was its winning
distinction as a national Blue Ribbon
School. He promotes top-notch teach-
ing practices by actively participating
on a schoolwide team that guides the
development ot academic standards and
assessments, and by seeking grants and
other funds to support teachers” sumimer
curriculum work as well as resources for
statt development.

Gordon S. Stuckert - LC-MS

St. Panl Lutheran School. GA
After nearly two decades of suc-
cessful leadership of Lutheran schools
in Illinots and
Tennessee. Gor-
don Stuckert ac-
cepted the chat-
lenge in 1997 of
opening St. Paul
Lutheran, a Pre-
K-8 school 1n
Georgia.  From
the start at St. Paul, Swuckert focused on
recruiting a highly skilled staft—includ-
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

ing four former school administrators
whom he convinced to return as class-
room teachers. He has led his staff and
school board in developing a mission
statement and in proceeding through a
school improvement process for accredi-
tation.

Joseph E. Sine - NCEA
St.Charles Borromeo School, OK

To keep staff and students focused
on a common vision, Joe Sine regularly
“elaborate[s] onour mission—to be life-
time learners—
and what it
means to act that
out in our class-

rooms and
homes.” Sine
acts out that mis-
sion in part

through his role
in continually examining and improv-
ing the curriculum in collaboration with
school community members. He is cre-
ative incultivating resourcestoserve his
Pre-K-8 school’s 265 students. Ten
years ago he launched an annual devel-
opment drive that has raised over
$300,000 for his school, boosting its
endowment from $18,000 to $157,000
despite the fact that half the money raised
each year is spent on new programs and
equipment. A grant he wrote created a
consortium of five private schools that
has allowed St. Charles to start a band
program—through the sharing of a mu-
sic teacher—for 152 students in grades
5-8.

National Ad Campaign for Choice

Surely by now you've seen one of
the dramatic television spots or full-
page newspaper advertisements promot-
ing parent choice in education.

One eye-catching print ad asksread-
ers to test their powers of reasoning by
responding “Yes” or “No™ to five state-
ments. The firstis “Having one national
airline would be good for our country.”
In each successive statement the term
“airline” is replaced by
“clothing chain,” “‘au-
tomobile company,”
“grocery store.” and
then in the fifth state-
ment “education sys-
tem.” “Believe it or o
not,” the ad declares,
“there are people who
still answer “Yes’ to £
question 5.” :

The $20 million
advertising campaign
is the brainchild of
Theodore J. Forst-
mann, founder and co-chairman (with
John Walton) of the Children’s Scholar-
ship Fund, which has provided 40,000
private school scholarships to low-in-
come children. Forstmann believes par-
ents should be in charge of their
children’s education. “If a parent can’t
choose which school their child goes to.
or what subjects they are taught or who
teaches them, then what exactly are they
in charge of?” he asks. “As we launch
our ad campaign, we plan to shine the

* being bullied at school

of their own safety

New Report on School Safety

The federal government last month released the most recent data on school
crime and safety. Below are some key findings regarding private schools. The
fullreport, Indicators of School Crime and Safety, is available athtip:/nces.ed.gov.

Students, 12-18, who in 1999 reported...
* having experienced violent victimization at school

« fearing being attacked or harmed at school

*» being targets of hate-related words at school

-» that street gangs were present at school

« that they avoided certain places in school for fear

Public Private

2.5% 0.3%
53% 2.8%
57% 1.7%
13.8% 8.1%
18.6% 4.4%
50% 1.6%
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lightonsome very old inaccuracies about
education— and get the parent to under-
stand what some of the possibilities for
change really are.”

A Better Alternative

The “Powers of Reasoning ™" ad states
there is a better alternative to govern-
ment monopoly in education. a way that
“comes down to two cherished prin-

ciples — freedom and

choice.” Competition

and choice would en-

sure quality and inno-

vation, the ad asserts.

“If parents were in
~ charge of their kids’
education...schools
would innovate and
Tiw work hard to be cho-
1 sen”

Another ad in
the series features
quotes in support of
school choice from
prominent figures from the political left
and right. including Senators John
McCain (R-AZ) and John Breaux (D-
LA), General Colin Powell. and Martin
Luther King. [11. "We must continue the
work my father began.” says King in the
ad. "Educationis the key tofreedomand
opportunity. ... Fairness demands that
every child. not just the rich, has access
to an education that will help them
achieve their dreams.”

Forstmann has a straightforward
way of cxplaining the thinking behind
the multi-million dollar ad campaign.
" As Americans. we all believe that com-
petition. freedom. choice. and equal op-
portunity are good things.”he says. “It's
time we instituted a system that applies
these common values to public educa-
ton.

el N

siwere. ® &

Formore infor-
mation about the
campaign, and to
viewthe printand TV
ads. visitthe Web site
of the Campuign for
America’s Children:
W paeshclwgeorg
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What a difference a tiara makes.

Angela Perez
Baraquio, the newly
crowned Miss
America, moved
from teaching
physical education
at Holy Family
Catholic Academy
in Honolulu to ad-
vocating character
educationinschools
across the country.
She described the platform she intends
to promote during her yearlong reign as
“teaching students how to be good citi-
zens and good people.”

Smart, gracious, and unpretentious,
the new Miss America seems like she
will be an effective teacher on the na-
tional stage. Colleagues at Holy Family
describe her as “down to earth” and
having a “way with children.” Even
amid the excitement of the pageant, her
concern for children was unmistakable.
She said her goal was ‘““to make the top
10 so my students would be on TV.”

And indeed they were. The school

Copy

oht, The Miss America Orgar

served as a setting for Miss Baraquio’s
pre-taped personal profile segment on
the October 14 broadcast of the pageant.
It also served as a gathering place for
spirited supporters to watch her win.
The Cathotic News
Service reported that
more than 900 mem-
bers of the school and
parish community got
together for a potluck
party in the schoolyard
to view the pageant on
three 20-foot TV
screens.

* In a school
choice clash of the Ti-
tans, former education secretary Bill
Bennettsquared off with Rev. Jesse Jack-
son on Meet the Press last month. Mod-
erator Tim Russert, noting that 70 per-

centof black Americans under the age of

35 support vouchers, kicked-off the
choice discussion by asking. “Why not
give poor, black Americans the same
opportunity that affluent whites have in
sending their children to private
schools?”

Jackson, arguing against what he
called “vouchers for a few.” said all
children should have access to good
education. Bennettsaid that in opposing

choice for poor families. Democrats
“oppose their own basic constituency.”™

Both men managed to invoke bibli-
cal tmages during the discussion.
Bennett. interceding for poor children
like Moses pleading with pharaoh, said.
“Let the people go.” Jackson, summon-
ing up the story of the tost sheep, said
society should not provide a voucher to
one sheep. but “comfort forall the sheep.”
He then suggested Jesus would oppose
vouchers. “Jesus would never have cho-
sen a voucher for one and not justice for
all.” he said.

* The many parents secking schol-
arship assistance for private schools these
days now have the convenience of one-
stopshopping. Anew publication. billed
as “perhaps the targest single collection
of scholarship resources.” lists organi-
zations “that offer financial support ei-
ther to schools or 1o students and fami-
lies to help oftfset tuition costs at private
schools.™ Avaitable free from the Na-
tional Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS). the 22-page document
features an casy-to-use format that pro-
vides contact information, scholarship
amounts. and any applicable restrictions.
You can downtoad the PDF document
trom the NAIS Web site  at
WWW.NaIs.0re.
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