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One-Stop Shopping

By Sheri D. Haan
Executive Director, Christian Schools
International

I knew exactly what 1 wanted. The one
that came with the house was a glaringly bad
match. Neither the color nor the design fit
the room. And so I began my search for a
three-hole wall plate for a light switch. And
I wanted burnished brass besides.

Iimmediately headed for the convenient
one-stop shopping center which advertises
that it caters to my needs and often surprises
me by living up to its promise. However, on
this occasion, the salesperson shook his head
and suggested that I go to the lumberyard
across town because that was the only place
he knew of that carried specialty plates in
decorator colors.

Because he sounded like one who knew
a lot more about wall plates than I did, 1
obediently drove across town to the lumber-
yard. However, the lumberyard clerk shook
her head and said that the only place she
knew of that sold burnished brass was an
electrical wholesale supplier downtown. In
fact, she added, she had sent a lot of custom-
ers to that supplier.

Somewhat more skeptical, I drive back
toward town and hesitantly entered the sup-
ply shop, ignoring the sign that informed me
that it only dealt with wholesalers. The
knowledgeable counter clerk called to his
assistant to check bin B-3-K to see if there
was an Amerock 420 in stock. An unseen
voice bellowed that the lighting shop had

continued on page 2

Blue-Ribbon Secondary Schools Named

50 Private Schools are
Honored

U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley announced on February 8, 1996 the
selection of 266 public and private second-
ary schools as Blue Ribbon Schools. “These
schools are testimony to the successes we
can have in American education if we work
together to raise standards and focus on the
basics of better schools, Riley said. “Each of
them has demonstrated the key ingredients
for excellence.”

This year, 216 public schools and 50
private schools in 40 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-

lands, including a Bureau of Indian Affairs
Schools in Cass Lake, Minn., will be recog-
nized.

The schools were nominated by state
education agencies, the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and the Department of Defense.
CAPE administers the
program on behalf of the
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation for private schools
and nominated 103
schools for this year’s pro-
gram.

To be selected for rec-

ognition, a school con-
Continued on page 2
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ducts a self-evaluation and then submits a
written application, including information
on their progress toward achieving the Na-
tional Education Goals. A review panel
selects the most promising schools for site
visits by experienced public and private
school educators who submit reports on their
findings. The review panel considers the
reports and makes recommendations to the
U.S. Secretary of Education, who announces
the schools for recognition. Established in
1982, the program has honored more that
3000 elementary and secondary schools since
itsinception. There will be anational awards
ceremony in Washington, DC later this
spring.

CAPE is privileged to participate in this
process and congratulates the following se-
lected private schools: AZ, Xavier College
Preparatory; CA, Flintridge Sacred Heart
Academy, Louisville High School, Midland
School, Notre Dame Academy, Notre Dame
High School, Saint Francis High School;
DE, Padua Academy; DC, The Lab School
of Washington; FL, Berkeley Preparatory
School, Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, St.
Thomas Aquinas High School, University
School of Nova Southeastern University;
IL, Carmel High School, Immaculate Heart
of Mary High School, Marian Catholic High
School.

IN, Lutheran High School of Indianapo-
lis; KY, Notre Dame Academy; LA, Arch-
bishop Blenk High School, Archbishop
Chapelle High School, De La Salle High
School, St. Joseph’s Academy, St. Mary’s
Dominican High School, Vermilion Catho-
lic High School; MD, John Carroll School,
Kennedy Krieger Middle School; MA,
Bishop Stang High School; MN, Trinity
SchoolatRiver Ridge;NE, Duchesne Acad-
emy of the Sacred Heart.

NJ, Immaculate Heart Academy, The
Montclair Kimberley Academy Upper
School; NY, The Berkeley Carroll School,
Dominican Academy of the City of New
York, The Harley School, Rice High School,
Sacred Heart Academy, St. Raymond High
School for Boys, The Ursuline School; OH,
St. Edward High School; PA, Merion Mercy
Academy, Villa Joseph Marie High School,
West Philadelphia Catholic High School;
PR, Colegio San Jose.

SC, Heathwood Hall Episcopal School,
VI, Antilles School; VA, Hampton Roads
Academy, Saint Gertrude High School; WA,

Holy Names Academy, Northwest School;
and WI, Pius XI High School.

At this time the plans for the 1996-97
program have not been announced.

One-Stop Shopping
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taken the last package of four the day before.

Out of sympathy, the counter clerk took
acity map and carefully charted a path back
through town to a little lighting shop that’s
easy to miss — out near the airport. Some-
thing made me feel that I was getting closer.
Butthe lighting center was notthe place. The
college student behind the desk instructed
me that specialty plates were handled on an
order-only basis and usually took amonth to
get. I smiled, thanking him. I understood
why it took a month, because my simple
morning errand had become an extended
trip, maps and all.

I hesitated, but old habits are hard to
break. So I asked the young man if he
might know where I could buy one. He
thought for a moment and then told me
that the contractors’ supply house out near
the well-known one-stop shopping center
might have one.

Whatdid I haveto lose? A new sense of
adventure came over me as I headed across
town once more. Wandering past all sizes,
shapes, and designs of wooden fenceposts
which 1 would have expected to see at the
lumberyard, I made a mental note to remem-
ber this place if I ever needed to embark on
an odyssey for fencing material.

Winding my way through aisles of stuff
that would thrill the heart of Home
Improvement’s Tim, the tool man, I arrived
at the section of items that was becoming all
too familiar. Andthere it was. A three-hole,
light-switch wall plate. In burnished brass
besides!

Later, when I recounted my search tomy
family, my eighteen-year old son announced
in his all-knowing tone, “Mother, you can
buy almost anything today if you just know
where to get it.”

Thatafternoon, while installing the plate,
which required a Phillips screwdriver, I
couldn’t help but reflect on specialty items.
I"d put hours into searching for just the right
wall plate. In addition, I needed a particular
tool to install it. Specialized items and

specialized tools. Remarkably, educationis
like that, too.

Parents are increasingly crisscrossingd

their neighborhoods, shopping for schools
that provide the very best match between
their own values and beliefs, the sometimes
special needs of their children, and strong
educational programs. They search for
schools that will shape their children’s lives,
affirm their gifts and educate them thor-
oughly. And they come to us, the private
schools of America, long known for fulfill-
ing a variety of educational niches with in-
tegrity and excellence.

That makes it all the more important that
we proclaim the distinctive missions of our
schools proudly. That we articulate them
with clarity and conviction. That we open
wide the doors and invite parents and their
children to visit us and experience how we
give life to our missions.

We need to acknowledge, both proudly
and humbly, that we serve alongside all the
schools of the nation and are vital partici-
pants ineducating the nation’s children. And
with the same strong voice, we must cel-
ebrate and proclaim our unique and distinc-
tive contributions.

No doubt about it. It’s that time of year
when many parents begin to shop around for
schools. Let’s pull out all the stops and
promote our schools for what they truly are
— strong choices for children. One-stop
shopping for parents.

Adapted from “Christian Home &
School”, published by Christian Schools
International, Grand Rapids, MI.

Legislative Update

The Budget and Education

On January 26, 1996, Congress passed
and the President signed another temporary
Continuing Resolution for FY 96, P.L.104-
99, that slashes education by $3.1 billion.
This Jatest CR follows the same
formula as the previous CR:
educationprograms are funded
at the lower of the House or
FY95 appropriations levels,
but no less that 75% of FY95

continued on page 3
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levels. Under this new short-term funding
law, Title I receives the fiscal 1996 amount
the House approved forit, a $1.1 billion cut
or 17% below Title I school district grants in
the 1995-96 school year. This continuing
resolution expires March 15, 1996.

If Congress locks in fiscal 1996 funding
for the Title I program at its current level, it
would strip federal grants fromnearly 10,000
schools and force layoffs of 50,000 teachers,
the Education Department estimates. Other
cuts in the continuing resolution include
25% from Safe and Drug Free Schools, 25%
from Eisenhower Professional Development,
and 25% from Goals 2000 among others. Of
particular concern to private schools is the
100% cut for Title VI, formerly Chapter 2.

The Committee for Education Funding is
a coalition of education associations and
provides a strong and unified voice in sup-
port of federal education funding. CAPE is
amember of CEF. A recent letter from CEF
stated, “We have at most until March 15 to
stop these unprecedented cuts in federal fund-
ing from going into effect for the full 1996
fiscal year.”

\oFY97 Budget

-

Instead of the usual annual budget re-
quest, on February 5, the President sent
Congress only sketchy information about
how the Administration proposes to fund
federal agencies and programs in fiscal year
1997. That’s because some agencies —
including the Education Department — are
still without a fiscal 1996 appropriation.
H.R. 2127, which contains the Education
Department’s fiscal 1996 appropriation has
passed the House but remains stalled in the
Senate. Consequently, the Administrationis
doing a two-part budget. Part one is the
budget outline and part two, with greater
details, would be made public the week of
March 18th.

Telecommunications

“The Telecommunications Act of
1996” passed by overwhelming majority
votesinthe U.S. Senate,91-5,and inthe U.S.
House of Representatives, 414-16. The leg-
islation was signed into law on February 8,
1996 and includes specific provisions to
ensure “affordable telecommunications ac-

cess” for America’s schools and libraries.
The International Society for Technology in
Education (ISTE), in their announcement,
said, “The primary benefit of this legislation
to schools and libraries will be in reduced
telecommunications rates estimated by the
Congressional Budget Office to be worth $3
billion per year in reduced operating ex-
penses.”

The education community’s telecommu-
nications coalition of which CAPE was a
member worked hard to obtain affordable
access to telecommunications services for
students in elementary/secondary schools
and for patrons of public libraries. The
education community succeeded in: 1. pre-
serving provisions for access, discounted
rates that are affordable for schools and
libraries and support for access where rates
would otherwise be unaffordable; 2. retain-
ing the INQUIRY provision which estab-
lishes a mechanism for periodic review and
modification of Federal and State telecom-
munications regulations as need to ensure
that “advanced telecommunications capa-
bility is being deployed to all Americans
(including in particular, elementary and sec-
ondary schools and classrooms}) in areason-
able and timely fashion;” and 3. retaining
provisions that recognize and encourage a
non-governmental foundation to help sup-
portdevelopment of telecommunications in-
frastructure for schools and libraries.

The bill also would ban the dissemina-
tion of “indecent” material on the Internet
and online services and would require televi-
sion sets with screens of at least 13 inches to
include special computer devices called *“v-
chips,” which would allow parents to screen
out material they did not wish their family to
view. The cable and broadcast industry
would have one year to develop ratings for
sex and violence that would be electronically
sent to television sets.

DC Appropriations and
Vouchers

The House-Senate compromise on fiscal
1996 funding for Washington, DC, H.R.
2546, would provide $5 million for scholar-
ships of up to $3,000 each for students at or
below the poverty level, and $1,500 for
students beyond, up to 80% over the poverty

level to attend private schools. The Wash-
ington DC city council would have veto
power over the vouchers. The bill also
would authorize spending of upto $7 million
on the scholarships in fiscal 1997 and up to
$10 million in each of the following three
years.

The House passed H.R.. 2546, 211-201,
on February 1, 1996. The Senate plans to
take up the bill on February 27.

Tax Reform

The National Economic Growth and
Tax Reform Commission led by Jack Kemp
released its recommendation for structural
tax reform on Wednesday, January 17, 1996.
The report, “Unleashing America’s Poten-
tial” does not explicitly call for the retention
of the charitable deduction, yet it does call
for encouraging private giving. Moreover,
Mr. Kemp is quoted as saying that popular
deductions for charitable contributions and
home mortgage interest should be “on the
table.”

Independent Sector of which CAPE is a
member monitors tax issues and provides
information to members. Inaletter to Kemp
Independent Sector president Sara E.
Melendez wrote, “On behalf of the 800 mem-
bers of Independent Sector, I am writing to
express our views on the value of the chari-
table tax deduction to the nation. We are
very encouraged by reports that the Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Reform Commission
is considering recommendations to retain
the charitable tax deduction. We would
strongly oppose any restructuring of our tax
system that would not include a deduction
for charitable donations.”

Capenotes

D The American Association of School
Administrators has released a new study,

Preparing Students for the

21st Century. The project,
which involved a Council of

55 leaders in business, educa-
tion, government, and other
fields, focused on the knowl-
edge, skills, and behaviors stu-

continued on page 4
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dents will need to exhibit to be prepared for
life in the new millennium. AASAexecutive
director, Paul Houston reported, “Several
cross cutting themes were echoed in nearly
every part of the study, among them, com-
munication, the need for increased support
of education, ethics, technology, standards,
andsocial andcultural understanding.” Hous-
ton added, “What stands out is a cry for
people to become even more civil in their
relationships with each other and with soci-
ety.”

Copies of the 74-page publication are
available at a single copy price of $11.95.
Discounts are available for multiple copies.
Send orders to AASA Distribution Center,
P.O. Box 411, Annapolis Jct.,, MD 20701 or
call 301-617-7802

» The Education Commission of the
States has released anew publication, Bridg-
ing the Gap — School Reform and Student
Achievement. This report looks at what
states have done to improve their education
systems, what progress has been made, where
gapsexist and what the next steps are. Bridg-
ing the Gap also examines the decade’s hot
education policy trends, including standards-

based reforms, charter schools, site-based
management, school choice and state efforts
to make schools safe and orderly.

ECS has also published, “Charter Schools:
Clearinghouse Issue Brief” which presents a
snapshot of issues around creating and oper-
ating charter schools. (January 1996, no
charge). The full charter school report,Char-
ter Schools: What are They Up to?, looks at
the status of charter schools operating around
the country — how they started, how they are
funded and how they are organized.

To order copies or get more information
contact the ECS Distribution Center, 707
17th Street, Suite 2700, Denver, CO 80202
or phone 303-299-3692.

D The Division for Church in Society and
the Division for Higher Education and
Schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America has published ‘“Educational
Choice: A Discussion Guide.” ELCA is a
CAPE member organization. The resource
has been prepared to stimulate thought and
discussion. A single complimentary copy is
available from: Department of Studies,
ELCA-Divisionfor ChurchinSociety, 8765
W. Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631, 312-

380-2715. Multiple copies can be ordered at

a cost of $1.00 per copy, plus postage and
handling, from Augsburg Distribution Cen- s’
ter, 426 S. Fifth St., Box129, Minneapolis,

MN 55440, 800-328-4648.
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