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OMB on Lucre and Lobbying

Are federal funding and political activity mutual-
ly exclusive? They will become more so if the Of-
fice of Management and Budget has its way.

On January 24, 1983, the agency issued a notice
of proposed revision to its Circular A-122, Cost
Principles for Nonprofit Organizations, the avowed
purpose of which was ““to ensure that federal tax
dollars are not used, directly or indirectly, for the
support of political advocacy.” This was to be ac-
complished, according to the notice, by requiring
federal grantees and contractors to “separate their
grant or contract activity from their political activi-
ty.”

As originally issued, the proposal would have
prevented recipients of government grants or con-
tracts from being reimbursed for the cost of politi-
cal advocacy and would have disallowed the costs
of equipment, personnel, meetings, conferences or
publications, any part of which were used by an or-
ganization for advocacy purposes. Under those
rubrics, any employee of a nonprofit organization
whose salary was partly reimbursed by government
funds could not spend one minute lobbying on
company time without having the government dis-
allow his entire salary under the grant or contract
agreement. By the same token, if the government
paid for part of an office copying machine, not so
much as one copy of a lobbying document could
be run off on it without the government disallow-
ing payment for the machine.

Both the business and nonprofit communities
took immediate exception to the proposal. Inde-
pendent Sector, an association of nonprofit and
philanthropic organizations, said the new rules
would “virtually end public advocacy efforts by
most nonprofit groups that receive federal funds.”
CAPE Executive Director Robert L. Smith wrote
OMB, I can think of few things more ironic than
having the only Washington organization speaking
on behalf of private elementary and secondary ed-

ucation forced out of our advocacy role because
of anill-considered Administration regulation.”

Congressional action came swiftly. Representa-
tives Paul Simon (D-IL) and Barber Conable (R-NY)
called for immediate withdrawal of the circular,
claiming that by it the “OMB would stifle and gag
some of the most dynamic voices in our society.”
The House Subcommittee on Legislation and Na-
tional Security held hearings on March 1 with the
Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights
following suit a week later.

Responding to the unprecedented public outcry,
OMB announced on March 10 that it would, for
the time being, withdraw its proposal, needing
“more time for consultation.” Agency spokesman
Michael McConnell said, “We are guessing that it
will take several months.”

Senate Math/Science Hearings

Not to be outdone by its colleagues on the
House side (see Legislative Update, page 3) the
Senate Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Hu-
manities met on March 8 to begin a three-day se-
ries of hearings on the nation’s crisis in math and
science education.

The diversity of witnesses called to appear be-
fore the Committee testified to the widespread di-
mensions of the crisis: representations were made
on behalf of public and private elementary and sec-
ondary education, higher education, math, science
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and foreign language professional associations, and
high technology industry.

CAPE Executive Director Robert L. Smith, calling
attention to “‘the underlying irony of our present
circumstances,” noted that “The mightiest industri-
al, technological country on earth is in grave dan-
ger of losing its pre-eminence because of its gross
neglect of the first principle of even the poorest of
nations: to bring up its youth in the knowledge and
skills necessary for national survival.”

He strongly supported legislation to finance sum-
mer institutes and scholarships for current and po-
tential math and science teachers; to give incentive
grants for cooperative community attacks on the
math/science problem; and to provide low-cost
loans to college students pursuing math and
science degrees.

In addition, he urged Congressional considera-
tion of a plan to underwrite a voluntary national
service period of a year between high school and
college graduation during which a youngster would
spend time in math or science teaching. He recom-
mended also that students themselves, as well as
retired senior citizens, be regarded as good poten-
tial sources of math and science teachers.

Excellence in Private Education

CAPE is undertaking a project to stimulate a na-
tional conversation about quality in private educa-
tion and to recognize some exceptionally good pri-
vate secondary schools in the process.

in response to a request from the Department of
Education, it has agreed to manage the private
school half of the Department’s Secondary School
Recognition Program, an effort to identify and ac-
cord recognition to unusually successful secondary
schools throughout the nation. CAPE and the orga-
nizations participating with it believe that in so do-
ing, they can begin a necessary dialogue on excel-
lence both within the private school community
and between private and public education, thus
underscoring the diversity and “‘peculiar charism”
of private schooling.

A committee representing about 98% of the con-
stituent parts of private education met for the first
time at the Department of Education on Febru-

ary 24. Assured by the Department that the recogni-
tion program was a ‘‘federally stimulated effort but
not a government-owned effort at all,”” the group set
out to develop its own methods of establishing an
apparatus, procedures and criteria for making the
selection of unusually effective private secondary
schools.

The committee discussed, among other matters,
the number of schools to be selected; the numeri-
cal relationship between the finalist schools and
the statistical importance nationwide of the groups
they represent; the establishment of criteria that
relate to a holistic rather than a programmatic as-
sessment of schools; and the relationship of nation-
al school organizations to the nomination and
screening process.

The next meeting of the committee is set for
April 12.

“A Kletz By Any Other Name. . .”

It appears that the meetings hosted by Chuck
O’Malley, Executive Assistant to the Secretary for
Private Education, have been Koffee Kletzes, not
Koffee Klatches. The sixth such was held on March
2 at the Department of Education and featured Al-
vin Vanden Bosch, Chairman of the l{linois Adviso-
ry Committee on Non-Public Schools, who brought
not only etymological enlightenment to the meet-
ing’s title but educational enrichment to its deliber-
ations.

Vanden Bosch, and his colleague Roy McDer-
mott, Manager of the Non-Public School Approval
Section of the lllinois State Board of Education,
depicted their state as one in which non-public
schools are well-served, where they may, if they so
desire, be accorded full state recognition under a
set of criteria developed solely for them.

To Vanden Bosch, a positive relationship be-
tween a state department of education and the
non-public school community depends on four fac-
tors: the existence of a cohesive organization of
non-public schools with which the state depart-
ment can work; a climate of trust operating be-
tween state officials and the non-public schools; a
mutual appreciation of a state’s unique social and
political history; and an operating consensus on
basic principles dealing with non-public education.
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Illinois seems to have met these prerequisites.
Since 1971 it has had an Advisory Committee on
Non-Public Schools representing to state officials
the interests of 17 groups of non-public schools.
The state’s statutes dealing with non-public schools
reflect the state board’s assumption of private
school integrity: the schools need not be state-rec-
ognized; their teachers need not be state-certified;
their courses need not be state-approved. Private
school leaders have been able to see their goals in
the context of the state’s history of non-public
schooling and have geared their prospects for ac-
tion accordingly.

Finally, a consensus on principles of non-public
schooling can be seen in the Foreword to the State
Board of Education’s Policies and Guidelines for
Registration and Recognition of Non-Public Ele-
mentary and Secondary Schools which states, in
part, “The primary obligation for the education of
the child belongs to the parents. The state derives
its right to provide education to the extent that the
state acts for the parents.”

The New Tuition Tax Credit Bill

President Ronald Reagan sent his first piece of
legislation (aside from his budget) to the Hill on
February 16—his new tuition tax credit bill, the Ed-
ucational Opportunity and Equity Act of 1983
(S.528). In a press conference and later that day in
a meeting with supporters, james Baker, Reagan’s
Chief of Staff, commented, “We want to see (tui-
tion tax credits) enacted into law. . . .We plan to
have the President out front on this.”

Senator Robert Dole (R-KS), Chairman of the
Finance Committee, on behalf of Senators Pack-
wood (R-OR), Moynihan (D-NY), Roth (R-DE) and
D’Amato (R-NY), formally introduced the Adminis-
tration’s bill, saying, “A strong system of private
schools available to all income classes should con-
tribute to a better education for all our children.”

S. 528 is identical to the Administration’s previ-
ous bill, S. 2673, which passed the Senate Finance
Committee last fall, except for three relatively mi-
nor changes: it deletes an amendment relating to
handicapped education; it drops an amendment
concerning school accreditation; and it raises the
income level cap for family eligibility from a range
of $40,000-$50,000 to a range of $40,000-$60,000.
This means that a full credit is available to families
with adjusted gross incomes up to $40,000, and
then phases out gradually to $60,000 where it is
rescinded completely.

The project costs are estimated at $245 million
in 1984; $526 million in 1985; and $754 million in
1986 and beyond. Although hearings have not yet
been scheduled in the Senate Finance Committee,
they are expected to be held by the end of March.

Tara M. Kalagher

Legislative Update

Math/Science

House passed H.R.1310 on March 4 by vote of
348-54. Calls for $425 million in FY "84 for pro-
grams administered by ED & NSF. Formula grants
to school districts for inservice training; course plan-
ning; scholarships; institutes.

Senate Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Hu-
manities held hearings March 8 & 9; April 7.

See Outlook #90 for description of other bills.

Social Security

House passed H.R.1900 on March 9, 282-148.
Among other provisions, it calls for mandatory in-
clusion of nonprofit institutions by 1/1/84.

Senate Finance Committee passed March 10.

Draft Registration/Student Aid

S. 122 (Durenberger, R-MN).
Would repeal provision of P.L.97-252 barring stu-
dent aid to young men not registered with Selec-
tive Service.
Pending in Education, Arts and Humanities Sub-
committee.

H.R.1567 (Burton, D-CA);
(D-CO).
Post-secondary subcommittee hearings February
23 & 24.

District court in Minneapolis declared law probably
unconstitutional on March 10.

H.R.1622 (Schroeder,

Charitable Contributions
Would make permanent a provision in 1981 tax law
allowing non-itemizers to deduct charitable contri-
butions on tax forms. Provision now slated to ex-
pire in 1987.
S.337 (Packwood, R-OR).

Pending in Finance Committee.
H.R.1315 (Conable, R-NY).

Pending in Ways and Means.

Capelog

Among its recent activities on behalf of its constit-
uency, CAPE:

.. .has given oral testimony to the Senate Subcom-
mittee on Education, Arts and Humanities on pro-
posed math-science legislation.

.. .has urged OMB to withdraw a proposed regula-
tion which would result in significantly diminishing
the effectiveness of CAPE and other advocacy
groups.

.. .has met with local members of Parents and Ed-
ucators for Tuition Tax Credits to consider ways to
maximize the chances of passing the Administra-
tion’s bill.

.. .has organized a session with Education Secre-
tary Bell at the spring meeting of its Board of Di-
rectors.



Public Notice

Announcing

READING FOR INDEPENDENT LEARNING: A SUMMER INSTITUTE
ON READING COMPREHENSION
For reading coordinators, teachers. teacher educators and others
A very special opportunity
» Time: 10 July 1983 10 30 July 1983
* Place: George Mason University, Fairfax. Virginia, hosted in cooperation with the Ameri-
can Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, the Council for Basic Educa-
tion, the International Reading Association. and the National Institute of Education
® Academic Credit:
6 hours of graduate credit will be awarded by George Mason upon successful
completion of the Institute
* Among the Institute Faculty

* Richard Anderson ® Judith Langer
* Patricia Cunningham * Trika Smith-Burke
* Gladys Knott * and others

For information and applications contact:

SUMMER INSTITUTE, E.H. WHITE & COMPANY.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W.. SUITE 710.
WASHINGTON, D.C 20005

WORLD EAGLE KEEPS TEXTBOOKS CURRENT

Monthly Social Studies resource. Duplication permission
given for teachers, students, librarians. Current maps,
graphs, tables on Energy, Population, Food, Budget,
Developing Countries, Military Expenditures, etc. Ten
issues $19.95. Subscriptions can start any month.

% “World Eagle

Dept. C, 64 Washburn Ave.
Wellesley, MA 02181

PINE CREST SCHOOL
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The 1983-1984 academic year marks the 50th anniver-
sary for Pine Crest School (co-ed, boarding and day).
Through the years Pine Crest has earned its reputation
for excellence because of its quality academic program,
beautiful physical facilities and stability of the faculty.
With a large academic staff to educate the 1,350
students in preprimary through high school. there are
routinely a few openings each year for outstanding
educators. Teaching applicants should write to:

Dr. Kenneth W. Smith
Assistant to the Headmaster
Pine Crest School
1501 N.E. 62nd Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33334

Grolier Audio/Visual/
Resource Lending
Library

Grolier Educational Services proudly presents
its expanded 1982/1982 program featuring:

A sCTIeS Of over 100 programs created 10 assist
overy member of vour school community in
meeting the challenges they face as educators
and families in the Eighties,

-In-Service Training.
-Parenting Programs and workshops.

-Brand new this school year, over 60 Disney
Filmstrips, featuring the Fantasy Classics.

Al on loan 1o participating schools through
Grotlier ducational Services. FFor more intor-
Mmation contact Sam Rosen, senior Vice Presi-
dent, Grolier Educational Services.

707 Westchester Avenue. White Plains, New York
10604 I New York call collect: (914) 682-4700).
Ot of Town call toll frece: (800 +31-256.

Grolier EAucational Services

“Your Partner inthe Pursuit of Bducational Excellence .,
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